



















By Jen Merrihew | 
_ Features Editor | 
FourLoko 


a net was 


banned by the FDA in Novem- 
ber, the remaining cases have 
been laid to rest in a surprising 
‘place - your gas tank. 
_ Four Loko, the popular al- 
coholic energy drink created by 
Phusion Projects, was the tar- 
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severe intoxication were tied to 
the beverage. With a call to ac- — 
tion from the FDA, store own- | 
ers were allowed to sell their re- | 
maining inventory. Within four | 
days of the announcement, the | 
Beverage Warehouse in Win- — 
ooski sold all 150 cases it had in | 
stock, said Jeff Baker beer and © 
wine manager. 


Flood a Renniters % 





By Kelley Bureau 
Managing Editor 


One of St. Michael’s own, 
Jennifer “Jenna” Agule, ’10, was 


| killed on Jan. 26, in a skiing ac- 


cident in Colorado. 
A resident of Acton, Mass., 


_ Agule was passionate about poli- 


tics and international business 


_ and was an active advocate of 
_ social justice. 


She also loved to hike, ski, 


_ swim and sing. 


“Jenna was a very spiritual 


person and she loved the out- 
| doors—St. Michael’s was a good 

_ fit for her,’ said her father, Chip 
|  Agule. 


Agule’s aunt, Jamie Raso, 


said “She loved the Burlington 
| area, not only for St. Michael’s, 
_ but the beauty and the people.” 


Before her endeavors at St. 


“Jenna was all about 
random, fun, happy 
times shared with 
friends and family.” 


Jamie Raso 
Jennifer Agule’s aunt 


- Michael’s, Agule went on a mis- 
- sion trip to Honduras—the be- 
ginning of her exploration and 
- travels to touch the world. Dur- 
_ ing her first spring break of col- 
_ lege, she went on a service trip to 
_ New York City and later studied 


See FOUR LOKO on page 16.” Africa. 





“Jenna’s thing was eating 
and talking with people,” Chip 
Agule said. “She had an ability 
to focus into the person she was 
talking to and saw the goodness 
in everyone.” 

Agule exercised her adven- 
turous side by studying in Cape 
Town, South Africa, where she 
took classes on social justice and 
worked at an AIDS clinic. Her 
father said she was moved by the 
abundant faith practiced by the 
people she worked with in Af- 
rica. 

Chip Agule said his daugh- 
ter lived her life by “pushing her 
comfort zone.” A prominent 
example of this was when she 
bungee-jumped from a peak in 
Africa to overcome her fear of 
heights. 

Agule wanted an adventure 
after college, so during the sum- 
mer after graduation she worked 


Miss Vermont 


St. Michael’s student 


oS 
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goes on to Miss 


Jenna Agule 710, Killed in Accident 
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on the Cape in Massachusetts. 
She spent the summer hiking 
and bought herself a Jeep, her 
father said. Then she picked 
up and moved to Breckenridge, 
Colo., driving across the country 
to her destination. 

“Everything Jenna did 
was an adventure,” Chip Agule 
said. “Whether it be in Africa, 
in Colorado, or climbing Mount 
Monadnock as a little girl, she 
was an adventurer.” 

In a few months, Agule’s 
family plans to create a founda- 
tion on behalf of the life she led. 

“St. Michael’s helped foster 
her spirit and it will continue to 
live on,” her father said, adding, 
“T am so thankful for the support 
from St. Michael’s. Almost 30 
friends and classmates came to 
her funeral.” 





» 1000th Point 

_ Logan Pintka scores 
-1000th point for 
women’s basketball. 
Page 18 
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Student Life Introduces New Housing Process 
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New housing coordinators, Joshua Lovergine-Chamberlain and Kerri Leach. 


By Brian Crowley 
Staff Writer 


Students searching for hous- 
ing at St. Michael’s may struggle 
during the annual housing pro- 
cess, stressing over where they 
will live and who they will live 
with. 

This year Kerri Leach, 
Joshua Lovergine-Chamberlain 
and Denise Tougas, all members 


of Student Life, have replaced 
Sheryl Fleury as housing coor- 
dinators. 

Their mission is to provide 
students with housing informa- 
tion as effectively as possible. 
They have tweaked the way that 
students get housing information 
and have condensed the schedule 
by two weeks. 

“The bottom line is there is 


[little] change compared to last 
year and the year before,” Lov- 
ergine-Chamberlain said. “The 
timeline has just changed a little 
bit.” 

Some students have not even 
noticed the change. 

“J wouldn’t know the dif- 
ference,” said sophomore Sam 
Giglio. 


She said she doubts the 


shortened schedule will lower the 
level of stress she experienced 
last year when she obtained an 
eight-person suite. 

This year’s room selection 
begins with information week, 
Feb. 7-11, in which the housing 
coordinators will host a series of 
small meetings across campus to 
discuss the process. This replac- 
es four densely packed meetings, 
one for each class. 

“We're hoping that if we get 
smaller groups, then we have 
their attention more and can an- 
swer specific questions,’ Leach 
said. 

According to Leach, these 
floor meetings are specifically 
targeted at first-years, who have 
never experienced a room lot- 
tery. 

The housing team has also 
adopted social networking sites 
as another way to provide infor- 
mation to students. 

“We can send e-mails until 
we're blue in the face, but stu- 
dents don’t always read them,” 
said Director of Residence Life 
Lou DiMasi. “We can run off 
enough copies to kill two thou- 
sand trees, but we don’t want to 
do that either.” 

That is why Student Life is 
printing significantly fewer in- 
formation packets this year and 
instead using a newly created 


Facebook group, “SMC Room 
Selection 2011.” 

Throughout room selection, 
students who “like” this group 
will receive electronic updates 
on a regular basis concerning in- 
formation such as meeting times 
and deadlines. 

“If I have a specific ques- 
tion I might go to the group for 
information,” Giglio said. “But I 
probably won’t join.” 

Leach said, planning the 
new schedule involved occasion- 
al trips to the Knight Card Office 
to get feedback from Sheryl Fl- 
eury, who coordinated housing 
for 19 years before switching 
jobs last October. 

“She’s_ invaluable,” 
said. 

According to DiMasi, there 
were no problems with last 
year’s room selection, but due to 
different class sizes, sometimes 
the schedule must be changed to 
better accommodate them. 

Through the shortened 
schedule, more personalized 
meetings and social networking, 
Student Life hopes to more ef- 
fectively reach the ever-changing 
student body, DiMasi said. 

“How students are getting 
information is changing because 
they have changed,” DiMasi 
said. “So we have found better 
ways to reach them.” 


Leach 





Motor Vehicle Accidents 


5 Motor Vehicle Accidents: 


1 Employee Vehicle Accident 
1 Motor Vehicle Accident with Transport 


by Rescue 


2 College Vehicle Accidents 


Thursday Jan. 27 


6:27 p.m. Fire Alarm, Purtill Hall 


Friday, Jan. 28 


1:31 a.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, Ryan 


Hall 


10:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident: Employee Vehicle, 


Klein Center 


11:06 p.m. Drunkenness: Hospital Observation, Joyce 


Hall 





SECURITY LOG 


Excerpts from Jan. 27 - Feb. 6 reports provided by St. Michael’s College Department of Public Safety 


Saturday, Jan. 29 


1:47 a.m. Drunkenness, Doc Jacobs Field 


Hall 


10:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident: Transport by Res- 


2:31 a.m. Drunkenness: ACT One, Lyons Hall 
4:38 a.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, Joyce 


cue, 102 Ethan Allen Apartments 


Sunday, Jan. 30 


1:45 a.m. Drunkenness: Correctional Center, Alumni 
Hall 


2:02 a.m. Fight, 300s Townhouses 


Hall 


2:04 a.m. Medical Assist, 300s Townhouses 


Tuesday, Feb. 1 


7:09 a.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, Joyce 





300s Townhouses 


Sutton Fire House 


Hall 


Edmunds Hall 


Hall. 


Thursday, Feb. 3 


9:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident: College Vehicle, 


Friday, Feb. 4 


8:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident: College Vehicle, 


6:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, Cashman Hall 
11:40 p.m. Fire Alarm, Cashman Hall ar 


Sunday, Feb. 6 


1:10 a.m. Drugisenness: Hospital Observation, bens 








1:46 Alcohol Viglation’?Alurmni Halaman 
10:49 a.m. Fire Alarm: Undetermined Cause, St. 


12:02 p.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, Alliot 
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Founders Burst Causes Damaging Flood 


By Lauren Barone 
Staff Writer 


Over the holiday break, a 
flood in Founders Hall bogged 
down student rooms and staff 
offices, putting a damper on the 
happy return to campus. The 
damage was extensive. 

“[{The] sheet rock, they just 
tore it all out and replaced it, be- 
cause it was going to collapse,” 
said senior Hillary LaRose. “It 
was pretty severe.” 

LaRose, the R.A. on the 
second floor, was one of four 
women whose rooms were dam- 
aged by the flood, rumored to 
have originated in the third floor 
bathroom. The cause of the flood 
is still unclear. 

“They said it was right un- 
derneath the men’s bathroom 
[that] the pipe just burst and 
we heard that the window was 
cracked open, so we’re not sure 
if that froze the pipe and that’s 
why it broke, or if it was just an 
old pipe,” LaRose said. 

Dave Cutler, director of 
physical plant, said definitely, 
“unfortunately a couple win- 
dows were left open.” 

Damage also came from fro- 


zen traps under the sinks burst- 
ing, according to Cutler. 

Along with dorm rooms, 
four offices in the registrar’s of- 
fice sustained damage, accord- 
ing to Lou DiMasi, director of 
Resident Life. 

“There were about four 
rooms that were majorly hit 
there. I don’t know how much 
damage, I know what I saw, but 
I don’t know a number on that,” 
DiMasi said. 

Walls in Founders’ main 
hallway have been warped due 
to water damage and will be 
replaced, according to Cutler. 
Damage also occurred to ceil- 
ings and carpets, which have 
been either cleaned or repaired, 
according to Brian Lee, Assis- 
tant director of Resident Life. 

Evidence of the damage was 
documented in photographs tak- 
en for Public Safety and Physical 
Plant. 

In dorm rooms and offices, 
personal objects also suffered 
damage. LaRose’s electronics 
were hit by the flood, but are in 
working condition. She only lost 
a book given to her by her grand- 
mother. 

The registrar’s office was 


not so lucky. 

“There were some people 
who lost some very precious 
things,” said DiMasi, without 
mentioning specifics of items 
damaged or destroyed. 

Two women have moved 


to other locations on campus,. 


according to LaRose. The two 
have also gotten sick, and La- 
Rose wonders if the flooding 
may have caused it. 

“They’re not sure if it’s be- 
cause of the molding underneath 
the carpet,” she said. 

The school’s policy on flood 
damages is also a source of con- 
troversy. 

“St. Michael’s is not respon- 
sible for personal property dam- 
aged in these situations,’ Lee 
said. 

This policy, according to 
DiMasi, extends not only to stu- 
dent property, but to faculty and 
staff as well. Those in the regis- 
trar’s office who lost items are 
frustrated, DiMasi said. 


See FOUNDERS FLOOD 
page 7 





Flood damage in a Founders office. 


Courtesy of Public Safety 


New Resource Makes Job Search Easier 


By Lizzie Tribble 
Staff Writer 

Applying for a job may 
seem tedious for some, but for 
students at St. Michael’s College 
a new online resource is help- 
ing ease the process. The Office 
of Career Development has re- 
cently launched a search engine, 
JobLink, which not only helps 
students search for jobs, but also 
gives them the tools to apply. 

Ingrid Peterson, associate 
director of employer relations 
and career counseling, spent the 
summer linking St. Michael’s to 
this resource. As far as Peterson 
knows, there are only three sys- 
tems like JobLink in existence. 

This particular site was 
chosen because it’s linked with 
Peterson’s professional organiza- 
tion which, she said, gives her a 
lot of confidence that it’s going 


to be around for a while. 

Since the search engine is 
a resource that Peterson said so 
many employers know about, 
students now have the ability to 
apply for a variety of jobs, all in 
one place. 

“T think it’s really nice that 
you can go to one website and 
find tons of different job op- 
portunities,” junior Emily Pratt 
said. 

Within this multi-function 
system, St. Michael’s students 
and alumni have a variety of 
options. Their searches can be 
limited to the college and within 
their majors or they can be redi- 
rected to a wider search engine, 
JobCentral, where job postings 
from around the area can be 
found. 

It’s sort of like a career 
builder of Monster.com, Peter- 
son explained. Students can go 


1) SAINT MICHAELS 
COLLEGE: 


St. Michael’s College JobLink screenshot. 


on JobLink, create a resume and 
cover letter, or upload one they 
already have, then directly apply 
to jobs in the system. 

“T think it’s really great that 
you can learn how to create re- 
sumes and cover letters,” Pratt 
said. “It’s really convenient for 
students if they don’t have the 





chance to go to a re- 
sume workshop.” 
Peterson said she has al- 
ready uploaded each student’s 
profile to the system. They just 
have to activate it. Once signed 
in, students have to finish creat- 
ing their personal and academic 
profiles, fix their privacy set- 
tings and upload their resumes. 
“Tt took me less than a min- 


ute to upload my resume from 
my documents,” junior Richard 
O’Hara said. The site was re- 
ally easy to navigate and very 
user-friendly; if you can navi- 
gate Facebook, you can navigate 
JobLink.” 

According to Peterson, there 
are already over 171 registered 
student users on JobLink and 
that number is rising. 

Despite the Bureau of La- 
bor’s current unemployment rate 
of 18.8 percent for Americans 
younger than 25, Peterson still 
believes this economy is worth 


jumping into. 


“In the last couple of weeks 
we have gotten more phone calls 
from employers who want to 
post jobs with us or want me to 
collect resumes from seniors,” 
Peterson said. “I have employers 
who come to me and ask if we 
use JobLink.” 


a 
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Preventing Suicides at St. Michael’s 


College counselors strive to prevent and treat severe depression 


By. Harrison Antognioni 
News Editor 


The mental health of college 
students is an issue that tends to 
rank high on the list of a school’s 
concerns. Everything college 
students experience, from class 
work to social expectancies, 
takes a toll on a student’s emo- 
tional well-being. If stress levels 
get out of control, students may 
begin to show signs of depres- 
sion which, if not treated, may 
develop into suicidal thoughts. 

Mental health issues were 
brought to the national forefront 
last month when, a former com- 
munity college student, 22-year- 
old Jared Loughner shot and 
killed six people in Arizona. 
Tragedy took place close to home 
just a few weeks later, when two 
Vermont high school students 
committed suicide. These events 
have sparked discussions of a 
school’s role in dealing with de- 
pression and suicide among teen- 
agers and young adults. 

According to the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Ser- 
vices Administation’s National 
Survey on Drug use and Health 
for the year 2008, 6.7 percent of 
college-aged students seriously 
considered suicide, while 1.2 
percent attempted it. Statistics 
from the Vermont chapter of the 
American Foundation for Sui- 
cide Prevention point to suicide 
as the second-leading cause of 
death among 15-to-24 year olds 
in the state. 

Linda Livendale, chairwom- 
an of the Vermont chapter of the 
foundation, said it has become 
difficult to deal with depression 
and suicide because of the nega- 
tive connotations surrounding 
them. 

“There’s been that stigma 
associated with suicide. Cancer 
used to be a big taboo, and peo- 
ple are more comfortable talking 
about it now,” Livendale said. 

Livendale explained there is 
little difference between depres- 
sion and other serious ailments. 

“Depression is a mental 
health issue and people need to 


Had Serious Thoughts 


of Sui 


MH isto 25 
Mz6te 49 
' 50 or Older 


Sounme: 2008 SAMHSA Nabonal Surery on Drug Use and Heath (NSDUH) 


Suicidal thoughts and behaviors among adults, by age group for the year 2008. 


be more comfortable with talk- 
ing about anything from the neck 
up,” Livendale said. “You would 
treat your brain just as you would 
any other part of your body.” 

Stress is something that all 
college students have to handle, 
regardless of their grade. Da- 
vid Kells, a counselor at St. 
Michael’s, said that it is typical 
for college students to feel some 
level of depression and stress, 
but that managing that stress is 
important for a student’s health. 

“Tt’s normal to have feelings 
of depression from time to time,” 
Kells said. “The key is recogniz- 
ing and dealing with these feel- 
ings so that they don’t turn into 
feelings of persistent hopeless- 
ness.” 

St. Michael’s Student Life 
office recently produced a list of 
the warning signs generally ex- 
hibited by mentally-troubled stu- 
dents. The list warns students to 
watch for signs of unusual stress, 
changes in prescribed medica- 
tion, and abnormal drug and al- 
cohol use. 





Michael Samara, dean of 
students, said an important way 
to help depressed students is not 
only to offer counseling, but also 
to prevent the issues from aris- 
ing at all. 





“This is not about 


friends getting their 
friends in trouble. 
It’s about loving your 
friend so much that 
you're willing to say 
‘!’m worried about 
you.” 
Michael Samara 


Dean of Students 


“We have a chance at St. 
Michael’s because we’re small, 
to pull the safety net tighter,” 
Samara said. “Sometimes peo- 
ple get into a place where there 


doesn’t appear to be hope and 
people around them, who have 
hope, need to try to get that per- 
son in for appropriate help.” 
Appropriate help sometimes 
requires friends to become in- 
volved when dealing with a de- 
pressed or suicidal student on 
campus. They should recognize 
the behaviors that are coupled 


_ with depression and should not 


be afraid to reach out to a friend 
with mental issues, Samara said. 

“This is not about friends 
getting their friends in trouble,” 
Samara said. “It’s about loving 
your friend so much that you’re 
willing to say, ‘I’m worried 
about you.” 

Sometimes it can be difficult 
to approach a friend or roommate 
who is depressed or suicidal. The 
social constraints involved can 
make it seemingly impossible to 
reach out to a friend who is be- 
having differently. 

Hannah Perry, a junior at St. 
Michael’s, experienced the chal- 
lenges in coexisting with some- 
one with mental health issues. 





As a first-year, Perry was paired 
with a roommate who suffered 
from bipolar disorder. Perry was 
previously unaware of her room- 
mate’s mental problems, but said 
she began to notice the signs 
shortly into the first semester. 

“She was very normal and 
she was a big joiner. She joined 
rugby and was running for one 
of the S.A. positions,” Perry said. 
“Then about three weeks into the 
semester, she started quitting all 
of those things and sleeping a 
lot.” 

Despite noticing the signs, 
Perry held back from interfer- 
ing because of her unfamiliarity 
with her roommate’s tendencies. 
Perry didn’t want to intrude on 
her roommate’s personal life and 
possibly mistake it for severe de- 
pression, she said. 


See SUICIDE AND DE- 
PRESSION on page 5 
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By Krystilyn Atkinson and Harrison Antognioni 
News Editors 


Continued from page 4 


“It was my first time re- 
ally living with someone, so I 
wasn’t sure if this was normal for 
some people,” Perry said. “Even 
though I thought she was de- 
pressed, I just assumed she was 
homesick because it was our first 
time at college.” 

Students faced with situ- 
ations similar to Perry’s or stu- 
dents coping with depression 
themselves, are encouraged to 
speak with members of Resi- 
dential Life, said senior Sam Ta- 
tarczuk, an R.A. in Canterbury 
Hall. 

Tatarczuk said she realizes 
the pressures that students face 
daily and is pleased with the 
steps St. Michael’s is taking to 
deal with these pressures. 


St. Michael’s Performs at Theater Festival 

Four students from St. Michael’s College - Nathaniel Beliveau, Kit 
Rivers, Natalie Budnyk, and Katie Healy - were chosen to perform at 
the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival last month, 
in Fitchburg, Mass. These students had been nominated by regional 
respondents. Fine arts professor, Cathy Hurst, was also honored with 
the “Excellence in Directing” award. 

- St. Michael’s News Release 


. Champlain College Debuts Lakeside Campus 
- Champlain College’s new Lakeside Avenue campus opened Feb. 1. 
The campus, located at 174 Lakeside Ave., will house Continuing 
Professional Studies, Human Resources and the finance and market- 
ing departments. The campus will also feature a “cantina” for coffee 
and lunch. 

-Champlain College New & Events 




























Burlington’s Penguin Plunge Draws 1,150 

_ The 16th annual Penguin Plunge attracted a record number of partici- 
pants Feb. 5. A total of 1,150 people plunged into Lake Champlain’s 
_ 34-degree water. The event raised about $360,000 for Special Olym- 
_ pics Vermont. This year’s plunge drew close to 200 more participants 
than last year’s did. Burlington Mayor Bob Kiss was one of the first 
to jump into Lake Champlain, as divers plunged to water-themed 
music. 


“My primary respon- 
sibility as an R.A. is to 
keep communication 


lines open with resi- 


-Burlington Free Press dents.” 
Vermonters Provide Security at Super Bowl Sam Tatarezuk, '11 
Canterbury R.A. 


The Vermont National Guard sent 16 troops, last week, to help pro- 
vide security for Super Bowl XLV. Members of this team are spe- 
cially trained to respond to attacks from weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and joined other teams to provide surveillance of the stadium 
Dallas. In this year’s Super Bowl, the Green Bay Packers defeated the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 31-25. 

- The Burlington Free Press 





SALON 
PROFESSIONAL 





White-Nose Syndrome Kills a Million Bats 
Scientists across the nation are racing to find a solution for white- 
nose syndrome, a fungus, which has now spread to 15 states, killing 
over one million bats. It’s not known how the fungus specifically at- 
tacks the bat, but some scientists have suggested critical destruction 
of wings or possibly starvation. It is estimated that within 16 years, 
the little brown bat could become extinct in Vermont. 
- Burlington Free Press 


Couple Returns after Political Unrest in Egypt 

Vermont couple, Jim and Eloise Hedbor, were forced to cut short 

their 45-stop trip across Egypt. They spent two weeks seeing sites in 

Egypt before returning to the United States Jan. 31. The couple and 

their tour guide were urged by Egyptian authorities to return to their 

hotel before the demonstrations began. 
-Burlington Free Press 
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Suicide and Depression 



























Photo by Harrison Antognioni 


Personal Counseling and Career Development Office where students 


can go for assistance. 


“T think St. Michael’s puts a 
lot of effort into monitoring the 
mental health of their students as 
best they can,” Tatarczuk said. 
“My primary responsibility as an 
R.A. is to keep communication 
lines open with residents so that 
if there is a change in behavior, 
we can help an individual cope 
with whatever it is that they’re 
dealing with.” 

The hesitation associated 
with approaching peers with per- 
ceived mental issues is changing 
on campus. With positive outlets, 
such as on-campus counseling, 
the Residential Life staff, and 


All services performed by supervised students. Exp 2/28/11 








communication with peers, stu- 
dents can feel more at ease when 
talking about depression and its 
preventative measures, Samara 
said. 

“T think the goal is to have 
as many people as possible on 
campus knowing the warning 
signs of significant mental health 
issues or depression issues and 
what resources are available,” 
Samara said. “This is really 
about making connections with 
and for others.” 


Appointments: 802.879.4811 
400 Comerstone Dr, Ste 220, Williston 


www.tspaWilliston.com 


ENDORSED BY REDKEN FOR 
EXOSILENGE IM EOUEATION REDKEN 
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Hours of Operation: 











yore _s 5 a.m. - 12 a.m. Daily 
-Refrigerated 
-Fully Stocked (802) 655-2700 -Pizza 
-Variety of VT Brews) -Gyros 
-Open until12a.m. {Go to Simon’s to enter for -Hot & Cold Subs 
-Full Wine Selection a chance to win ski tickets -Bakery 





to local mountains. | 





Please remember your ID & to always drink responsibly 


10% Off Deli for Ail Students & Faculty 





*Limit 1 per customer 
Expires Feb. 14 


Expires Feb. 14 Hl 


: Free 120z. i ; $1.00 of any Sub 
4 Coffee 5 i -OR- 

y “Limit 1 per customer | i %10 Off 
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“Despite the inconvenience, 
all students, including one staff 
member, have been very under- 
standing of the situation,’ Lee 
said. 

Resident Life did offer plas- 
tic bags for clothes, laundry cards 
for free service, and help moving 
people from rooms, DiMasi said. 
LaRose appreciated their service 
when they moved her clothes out 
of her collapsed closet and threw 
out damaged food and paper- 
goods. 

The question remains: what 
can be done to prevent floods 
and other accidents in the col- 
lege’s oldest building, which 
was built in 1908? Few repairs 
have occurred over time, includ- 
ing exterior brick work and the 
installation of storm windows, 
DiMasi said. 

Founders also has a reputa- 
tion on campus for attracting ac- 
cidents. 

“Tt happens,” LaRose said. 








“This building is the oldest 
building on campus you kind of 
have to expect it.” 

Cutler cited both historical 
integrity and financial difficulty 
as reasons why repairs to Found- 
ers are not planned for the imme- 
diate future. 

“The work that needs to be 
done isn’t work that generates 
new resources,” Cutler said. 

Putting money into renovat- 
ing Founders could detract from 
other campus programs, accord- 
ing to Cutler. 

“There are balances youre 
trying to strike as a college, ” 
Cutler said. 

LaRose understands the 
school’s preference to put money 
into new projects instead of re- 
pairing the old. 

“It’s kind of like, what do 
you consider to be the top of your 
priority list? To fix what you al- 
ready have, or to try to create 
something new and more attrac- 
tive.” LaRose said. 
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‘Che Art of Seduction 


Editor 


The art of seduc- 
tion: To some it comes 
naturally, to others it 
just doesn’t come at all. 
I have never been one to 
ace the art of seduction. 
Perhaps it’s my wide ar- 
ray of facial expressions 
or my random animal 

noises. Either way, it’s a 
complex matter, like a colorful Van Gogh 
piece. 

Living in Rome for 10 years before 
I came to St. Michael’s, I am a willing 
witness to culturally diverse techniques 
of seduction. The difference between the 
Italian and American way of finding love 
is one that cannot be described on one 
page. It’s complex and sometimes quite 
frightening. 

In third grade, I was a short-haired, 
hyper child who should have been on 
Ritalin. He was a soccer-loving, potty- 
mouthed native Italian. He angered me all 
the time, resulting in endless arguments. 





Ashley 
Aubert 








One day, I proceeded to call him a pig be- 
cause at the time this was quite the insult, 
and I thought he deserved it to the full- 
est. What I got back in return was more 
then I had expected. He punched me gig 
in the mouth, causing my tooth to de 
and wobble. This was my first interac 
with the Italian art of seduction. 

Fast forward to high school. I wa 
night owl and spent countless we 
evenings fist-pumping at Roman & 
clubs. A large population of horm«e 
crazed adolescents stuck in one roort®. 
never a good combination. One second I'd 
be dancing with my friend only to feel a 
hand grab my behind like it was a stress 
ball and he was having a midlife crisis: 
This was a common occurrence and 
would try to fight back verbally but by 
time I turned around he was gone. I sp 
countless evenings angry with. 
population, especially when™ 
the age of 40 would hit on me. 
would answer with a simple, ‘ 
father’s age! Ewwwwww!” 
The American way of seduction is 





one that I am still trying to understand. 
Growing up, I would watch movies that 
made me think real life in America was 
ike “She’s All That” and “Never Been 
The jock would fall for the geek 


someone oi they are not interested, 
hey’ re lying. And you should follow them 
at least 12 hours out of the day and text 
them all the time. 

American men approach their targets 
in a quiet manner, which usually involves 
an “act-like-he-doesn’t-care” attitude, only 
to add you on Facebook as soon as he gets 
to his room. After all, Facebook is perfect 


because you can stalk anyone and they’ll 
never know. If that’s not romantic, I don’t 
know what it is. 

My favorite American seduction 
is by far the “protection tech- 
APfriendly onlooker, he’s quiet, a 
iding in trees as he admires his 
igs. As soon as he sees trouble, 
down from his branch and 
fate from the grasp of the evil 






























eagle. 
As you can see, the art of seducing 
the one you are attracted to changes from 


‘place to place and from person to person. I 


have only shared my observations of male 
methods because, as females, we cannot 
share our methods—it simply wouldn’t 
be fair to all the single ladies out there. 
So, please, I invite any man to critique 
the female method of seduction. What 
are we doing wrong? (Obviously nothing 
because we are perfect and incredible in 
every way,) But if you have any pointers 
I’m sure we, or at least I personally, would 
love to hear them. 


_Med.$13.50 lg. $16.95 Pius tax 


Classic Pepperoni Deluxe 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Gheese, Italian Pepperoni, 
New England Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Peppers 
& White Mushrooms 


Meat Lover's Revenge ie 
Tomato Sauce; Cheddar/Mozzarelia Cheese, Halian Pepperoni, 
ES Hot Italian Sausage, Ground Western Béef & New England Baked Ham 


Nicole’s Bacon Cheeseburger Paradise, (Pizza Contest Finalist) 
Ketchup Mustard Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese; Freshly Sliced Red Onions, 
Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of Gorgonzola Cheese 


Amanda's Six Feet Under, (Pizza Coniést Finalists) 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Chopped Garlic, 
ftalian Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, 
Hot Italian Sausage 


Hawaiian Island Delight 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, 
Cob Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli & Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 
Texas Hot Buffalo Chicken 
Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Spicy Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheeses 
Roasted Chicken BBQ 
Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers 
Leonardo’s Works Med.$14.251g.$17.95 Plus Tax 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, 
New England Baked Ham, Hot Italian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, 
White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Peppers & California Black Olives 


I OR 1ardors: Basic z S 


Sauce & Cheese Pizza 


Med. $13.50 Lg.$16.95 oc ae 


Basil Pesto Chicken _ 
Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarelia Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red Onions 
with Gorgonzola Cheese 


\ Molly's Chicken Mushroom Carbonara (Pizza Contest Winner!) 
Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan 
Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, 
Marinated Chicken 


Fennel Sausage Gourmet 
Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Hot Htalian Fennel Sausage, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola Cheese 


Classic Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New Engiand Baked Ham, 
Fresh Green Spinach. Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Blended Cheeses 


Asian Thai Chicken 
Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese. Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers & Freshly 
Cut Broccoli 


OES. 


Pizza Toppi 


Italian Pepperoni 

Hot Italian Sausage 

Fresh Ground Western Beef 
Cob Smoked Bacon 
Marinated Chicken Breast 
New England Baked Ham 
Anchovy Filets 

Fresh Plum Tomatoes 
Freshly Cut Broccoli 

Fresh White Mushrooms 
Fresh Green Spinach 
Freshly Sliced Eggplant 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions 


Med. $1.50ea Lg. $1.75ea Piustax - 


Freshly Sliced Green Peppers 
Marinated Sun Dried Tomatoes 
Sliced Jalapeno Peppers 
Roasted Red Peppers 

Freshly Chopped Garlic 
California Black Olives 
Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 
Marinated Artichoke Hearts 
italian Gorgonzola Cheese 
Greek Feta Cheese 

Vegan Soy Cheese 

Grated Parmesan Cheese 
Flavorful Four Cheese Blend 


Med. $9.95 


Crusts: 
Hand Tossed Traditional 
Extra Thin or Thick 
King Arthur White 
King Arthur Certified Organic Wheat 
(Med. add .50 targe add .75) 


Lge $12.75, Plus tox 
Sauces: 
Zesty Tomato 
Creamy Alfredo 
Olive Oil Garlic 
Pesto Pine Nut 
Thai Peanut 


(HE gular Hot BBQ Buffalo Thai z 
Single (10) $7.25 ¢ Double (20) $13.50 


Double/Double (40) $25.00 Plus Tax Breadsticks 
: eccer Garlic $3.75 Cheesy $4.75 


Drinks 20 0z.$1.75 — 
‘ae Party. Pak Som rela Pres Plus Tax Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Mountain Dew, Sierra Mist, Aquafina 


Cheesy Bread ies 


Fresh Salads q 
Garden $4.75 Greek $5.75 


Plus Tax 


wa yy Ta ioe. By kets 25 at 





* *All prices are subject to state and local sales tax* 
’ “All prices are subject to charige” : 


Tn: ined Ve 


Med. $13. 50 
—~ Vegan solver : 


. $16.95 Plus Tox — 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Vegan Soy Chee 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Must 
Black Olives 


Gorgonzola Gourmet 
Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzar el 


_ Four Cheese Fusion 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinal Fresh lum Tomatoes ae 
with Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan &G zola Cheeses = 


Pesto Feta Mediterranean 
_ Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, oe é 
~ Red Onions, Anicnokeiaas t 


Tomato Sauce, Ched 
Broccoli, White Mus! 
~& Cali 
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Mission Statement 


As the editorial staff 
of The Defender, we 
_ strive to accurately, 
professionally and 
ethically report the 

news affecting the lives 
of students and our 
community. 


We as a staff take full 
responsibility for any 
errors; if you spot 
a mistake or havea 
complaint, please let us 
know. 


We publish letters to 
the editor, as long as 
they are signed. Letters 
will be edited only for 
grammar, spelling, 
taste, and sometimes 
length. 
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Valentine’s Day: 
Origins Unknown 


Managing 2 
anagin 
Editor . 





Kelley _ 
Bureau 


It’s coming up—that 
day where conformists 
wear pink or red and make 
dinner reservations with 
the one they love; that day 
that single people are lit- 
erally singled out for not 
having a partner; that day 
that makes me roll my eyes 
and want to vomit on that 
chipper girl, love-struck 
because her boyfriend just 
kissed her in public. 

Regardless of where 
my hard feelings toward the 
“special day” come from, 
I’m not alone. It seems as 
though people either love 
or hate Valentine’s Day— 
regardless of whether they 
are able to share it with a 
significant other. 

My main question has 
always been about the ori- 
gin of this so-called holi- 
day and why it has gained 
the attention it has, besides 
the fact that it is great for 
Hallmark. Valentine’s Day 
is the second highest card- 
sending holiday, next to 
Christmas, with over 141 
million cards exchanged 
annually. 

In my search to find 
its origin, I realized that no 
one really knows where it 
comes from and there are 
several legends surround- 
ing a Catholic guy with a 
weird name. 


One legend is that Val- 
entine was a Catholic priest 
in third-century Rome. 
The emperor at the time 
felt men served the military 
better if they were single, 
resulting in a marriage ban 
for young men. Valentine 
was against the emperor’s 
ruling and continued to 
conduct undisclosed mar- 
riage ceremonies. When 
Valentine’s secret surfaced, 
he was put to death by the 
emperor. 

Moral of the story: the 
truth always comes out. 
Tha nrkss.; 
Rey. Valen- 
tine, I 













didn’t 
learn that . 

Apparently, 
Valentine _greet- 
ings date back to 
the Middle Ages and 
the oldest known 
Valentine card is on 
display in a British 
museum—are you 
kidding me? These greet- 
ings evolved when Esther 
A. Howland created the 
first commercial Valen- 
tine’s Day cards, produced 
in the United States in the 
1840’s—thanks a lot, Es- 
ther. 

There is hope, though, 
because Valentine’s Day is 
really only celebrated in 
the U.S., Canada, Mexico, 


the U.K., France, and Aus- 
tralia. I think I see a va- 
cation in my horizon, with 
almost 200 countries to 
choose from. 

This year, though, I 
can’t afford it. I plan on 
going out to dinner with 
my single roommates and 
watching Jay Leno because 
Lady Gaga is scheduled to 
make a guest appearance 
Feb. 14. 

And, for those Justin 
Beiber fans out there, he’s 
planning to make an ap- 
pearance at an unknown 
theater showing his new 
movie. Maybe a lucky 
Vermont crowd will get to 

see their favorite little 
boy singer. 
Happy Valentine’s 
Day, or, perhaps 
more suitably, 
Happy Singles 
Aware- 








y, 


Kelley Bureau is a junior 
Journalism major. Contact 
her at kbureau@smcvt. 
edu 








Past, Present 
and Future: 


A Letter From the Editors 


With the advent of a new year and a new 
semester, the opportunity arises to look to-the 
past and realize what changes can be made to" 
better the future. Having just celebrated the 
25th anniversary of President Ronald Reagan 
signing the Martin Luther King Day holiday 
into law, we are presented with the opportu- 
nity to reflect on King’s invaluable message of 
equality, justice and compassion. 

Although St. Michael’s College chose to 
start classes on Jan. 17, rather than observing 
the federal holiday, The Defender staff ac- 
knowledges the sacrifice made by one man in 
his fight to better our nation as a whole. 

Looking at the stories in this issue, it is 
apparent that the members of this campus have 
the ability to embody King’s ideals. Whether 
mourning the loss of an alumnus, celebrating 
a teammate’s success, supporting a classmate 
who may be struggling or helping a friend read- 
just to life after study abroad, the St. Michael’s 
community can come together — in grief and 
in celebration — regardless of differences. 

Part of the St. Michael’s vision is “the 
practice of open and civil discourse, respect 
for the fundamental! dignity and value of each 
human person, and responsibility as citizens in 
an age of cultural diversity and international- 
ization.” As a new staff begins working on The 
Defender this semester, we hope to promote 
these ideals. 

We aim to provide a forum for respect- 
ful conversation and debate within the com- 
munity. In hopes of diversifying the range of 
viewpoints, ideas and opinions represented in 
the paper, we highly encourage submissions in 
the form of columns, Naked Opinion pieces 
and letters to the editor. 

So take a moment, reflect on the past, as- 
sess where you are at now, and decide where 
you see yourself come May. Write down what’s 
stressing you out, what gets your blood boiling 
or what you’re enthused about. Send it to The 
Defender and let your voice be heard. 


- The editors of The Defender 


All submissions can be sent to magazine@ 
smcvt.edu. Letters to the editor or specific 
questions can be directed to Samantha 
Merrill at smerrill@smcvt.edu or Kelley 


Bureau at kbureau@smcvt.edu. 
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Seniors Matt Miller, Myles Haire, Steve McQueen and Patrick Donahue chill out in hand-built igloo. j 











Cars buried outside Hodson. 
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CALENDAR 


February Events 


On Campus Local 


Weds. 9: Panel Discussion: Why Fair Trade? | Tes. 8: Chocolate-Dipping Demo. 2 p.m, 
5 p.m., St. Edmund’s Hall, Farrell Room 315. St. Laughing Moon Chocolates, Stowe Chocolate 
‘ : fans can experience the art of the tempering and 


dipping process. 








Michael’s panelists and members of the Burl- 
ington community will discuss issues involved 


in fair-trade. 
Sat. 12: Sleigh Rides at Shelburne Farms. 11 


Thurs. 10: Guest Lecture a.m-2 p.m Shelburne Farms, Shelburne. $6-8, 


5:30 p.m-7:30 p.m St. Edmunds, Farrell Room Free for children under 3. 
315. Nationally recognized researcher Elliott 
Fisher will present on “Achieving a Sustainable 
Health Care System.” 





Fri. 11: The Snow Globe (Confetti Party) 
9 p.m Memorial Auditorium Annex, Main St. 
Burlington Mon. 14: “Cats” 


Sat. 12: Turtle Underground Impartying.com and Burton are organizing 7:30 p.m, Flynn MainStage, Burlington. The fa- 
8 p.m Purtill Hall Burlington’s confetti party featuring electro, mous Andrew Lloyd Webber musical. $44-64 


hip-hop, house and dubstep music spun by local 
DJs, Drew Kaigle and Cody Rice. 
18+ Event, $10 entry. 


Open Mic featuring Travel North. 


Sat.12: Winter Carnival: Dress to Impress 
10 p.m-1 a.m, Alliot 

A dance to benefit the MOVE trips to the Do- Sun. 13: Sweetheart Skate 

minican Republic and India. II a.m-2 p.m, Ice Barn, Milton ; 
$5 in advance (cash or Knight Card), $8 at the Enjoy your morning skating with a special 


door (cash only) someone! Pe 
$6 per person, additional $2 for rentals. 













Visit The Defender online to view 
a multimedia presentation on The 
Penguin Plunge! 







www.smcvt.edu/defender 
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Ready for 
Single-Payer 





Josh Hoxie 


With the passage of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act 
last spring, those of us graduating 
in May won’t have to include losing 
health insurance on our long list of life- 
altering changes. Thanks to the federal 
legislation, young people may now stay 
on their parents’ health insurance cov- 
erage up to age 26. This is one of the 
many benefits in the bill conservatives 
call “Obamacare.” 

Less than a year later, the newly 
elected Republican majority in the 
House of Representatives has sworn 
to overturn the landmark legislation as 
part ofa host of conservative initiatives. 
Meanwhile, here in Vermont, legisla- 
tors are primed to do just the opposite: 
expand health care coverage to all Ver- 
monters in a single-payer system. 

Single-payer health care is the 
talk of the town in the wake of the 
presentation to legislators by William 
Hsiao, the Harvard economist tasked 
with devising a plan for reforming 
Vermont’s health care system. Single- 
payer would bring all Vermonters into 
one system, eliminating the mountains 
of administrative cost that clog up our 
current patchwork of private and public 
insurance companies. 

Momentum is building in favor of 
single-payer reform. Hsiao, known for 
developing Taiwan’s impressive uni- 
versal healthcare system, advocates 
for single-payer in his report claiming 
that increased costs of covering more 
people could be offset by reducing in- 
efficiency and administrative costs. 

Newly elected Gov. Peter Shum- 
lin endorsed single-payer reform dur- 
ing the campaign and has continued to 
show his support for major legislative 
reform. This is key as single-payer 
legislation cleared the House and Sen- 
ate in 2005 only to be vetoed by then- 





Gov. Jim Douglas. If reform were to 
pass, Vermont would require a waiver 
from the federal government to fold 
Medicare and Medicaid into the single- 
payer system. U.S. Senator Bernie 
Sanders has already introduced a bill 
in the Senate to do this with the sup- 
port of Sen. Patrick Leahy and Rep. 
Peter Welch. 

The Hsiao report applauds Ver- 
mont’s low rate of uninsured and high 
quality of care, claiming “Vermont’s 
health system is one of the best in the 
United States,” but also outlines the 
need for significant action as he claims 
the system is “unmanageable and at 
risk of crisis.” 


EOLA NN ES CIE 


“By the time seniors graduate, 
those sticking around Vermont 
may no longer have to worry 
about ever going uninsured.” 


Josh Hoxie 
Guest Columnist 


In the wake of Hsiao’s presenta- 
tion, over three dozen medical profes- 
sionals descended on the statehouse in 
Montpelier Jan. 27 to tell legislators to 
pass single-payer health reform. Each 
one had a story about a patient who was 
negatively affected by the current sys- 
tem. 

Of course, the devil is in the de- 
tails, which are being hashed out in 
closed-door sessions by lawmakers in 
Montpelier. Single-payer advocates are 
gearing up for a showdown with lobby- 
ists from drug companies and insur- 
ance companies who seek to maintain 
the inefficiencies they profit from. . 

If a bill is proposed this legislative 
session, we may see landmark legisla- 
tion for universal health coverage pass 
by May of this year. By the time se- 
niors graduate, those sticking around 
Vermont may no longer have to worry 
about ever going uninsured. 


Josh Hoxie is a senior political science 
and economics double major. Contact him 
at jhoxie@smcvt.edu 








Stand Up 


Against 


Columnist 






Luke Hollwedel 


Over the break, a Texas judge was 
ordered to end a hearing challenging the 
constitutionality of that state’s death pen- 
alty — temporarily, that is. In Illinois, a 
ban on the death penalty awaits only the 
governor’s signature. While it is encour- 
aging to see these states moving toward 
protecting all their citizens, it is disheart- 
ening to see Vermont considering moving 
further from that ideal. 

Two State Legislature bills, H.455 
and S.144, passed into law this session. 
They are modeled after, and therefore 
lend themselves to the same abuses, as 
Oregon’s “Death with Dignity” law, which 
legalized physician-assisted suicide. 

Why legalize 
physician-assisted 
suicide? For the sake 
of patient autonomy, 


“Tt is disheartening to see 


Suicide 
(such as the Vermont Alliance for Ethical 
Healthcare, which boasts a small army of 
physicians and two St. Michael’s profes- 
sors among its members) dedicated to op- 
posing such legislation? 

Dr. Herbert Hendin presented the dis- 
turbing results of legalized physician-as- 
sisted suicide in the Netherlands when he 
testified before Congress in 1996, saying 
“pressure for improved palliative [pain- 
relieving] care appears to have evaporat- 
ed.” Assisted suicide, which supposedly 
aims to eliminate intense end-of-life suf- 
fering, actually eliminates the treatments 
for such suffering. 

Even more troubling is this: “The 
Netherlands has moved from assisted sui- 
cide to...voluntary euthanasia to nonvol- 
untary and involuntary euthanasia,” Hen- 
din said. Once assisted suicide is given to 
some, it must be given to all — anything 
else would be blatant discrimination — 
even those who are not capable of making 
that decision for themselves. 

The abuses of the Oregon law are 
also cause for serious concern. Take, for 
example, the case of Kate Cheney, who 
was given a lethal prescription even after 
her physician and a consulting psychia- 
trist noted that she seemed pressured into 
the decision. Or look at Michael Freeland, 
who was diagnosed 
with depression, 
declared incompe- 


advocated miaht_ res) VeLMOnt considering Moving mena ueuacces of 


ply. But this cannot 
be the case because 
under the Oregon law, 
only one of every six 
requests for a deadly 
prescription is filled. Well, then, sup- 
porters say, it’s about relieving patients 
of unbearable pain. But this also cannot 
be the case because physical suffering is 
not even mentioned in the law’s eligibility 
requirements. 

So why physician-assisted suicide? 
Derek Humphry, euthanasia activist and 
founder of the Hemlock Society, made 
the true goal painfully clear in his book 
“Freedom to Die:”’ “Economics, not the 
quest for...increased autonomy, will drive 
assisted suicide to the plateau of accept- 
able behavior,” he wrote. This is cost-cut- 
ting at its worst. 

But why not legalize physician-as- 
sisted suicide? More specifically, what 
is the reason for whole organizations 


further from that ideal.” 


Luke Hollwedel 
Guest Columnist 


a guardian, but still 
given his deadly 
“medicine.” 

So why oppose 
H.455 and S.144? 
Because _ enacting 
them will weaken palliative care in this 
state, reducing the quality of life for all 
terminal patients. Oppose them because 
they make involuntary euthanasia inevi- 
table. Oppose them to avoid negatively 
impacting those our healthcare system 
has already failed. Oppose them for the 
sake of the vulnerable lives they will fail 
to protect. For whatever reason you do so, 
oppose them-actively. 


Luke Hollwedel is a sophomore economics 
major. Contact him at lhollwedel@smcvt.edu 
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By Jordan Kilty 
Features Editor 


It’s difficult for Caroline Bright to 
describe how she felt the moment her 
dreams came true, but if she had to, she 
would say it was like running into a wall 
and drinking ten Red Bulls as every- 
thing around her exploded into glitter. 

This was the moment Bright, a senior at 
St. Michael’s College, was crowned Miss 
Vermont 2010 in June. Since then, her life 
has consisted of interviews, public speak- 
ing engagements and an appearance on 
national television where she and 52 
other state titleholders competed 
at the Miss America Pageant Jan. 

15 in Las Vegas. 


Although Bright didn’t 
win Miss America—the title 
went to Teresa 


FEATURES 
Miss Vermont, the Beauty Queen Feminist 


Miss Vermont, a St. Michael’s senior, says Miss America Pageant is about female empowerment 


Scanlan from Nebraska—Bright said 
representing Vermont at the pag- 


eant was the greatest honor of her life. 
“T would have these moments when I 
would think, ‘Oh, my God, I’m standing 
on the Miss America stage with all of 
these incredible women,’ and I would feel 
overwhelmed,” 

said. 


Bright 
“Tt felt 















































so magical that it couldn’t possibly be 
real.” 

Bright and the other contestants spent 
ten days in Las Vegas rehearsing dances, 
learning stage directions and shooting 
commercials. The contestants also par- 
ticipated in three nights of preliminary 
competitions before the actual pageant. 

“In Vegas, you had to sleep when- 
ever and wherever you could. I slept on 
the floor of the dressing room and on the 
stage, using my scarf for a pillow and 
the quilt Miss Missouri’s grandmother 
made,” Bright said, adding that it was the 
friendships she made that kept her going 
despite exhaustion and stress. 

“The girls who compete at Miss 
America are so driven and ambitious and 

they are all fundamentally good people,” 
she said. “You can’t help but fall in 
love with them.” 

Bright, who describes herself as a 
nerd who loves science fiction, politics 
and trivia competitions, said she wants 

to defy everyone’s expectations of what 
they think a pageant girl should be. 

“When you roll in and you're sar- 

castic and you're down to earth and 
you start talking about Plato, people get 
confused. They have a hard time un- 
derstanding that this blond girl with a 
crown can also be viciously intelligent. 
I competed in Miss America and I’m a 
feminist,’ Bright said, explaining 
that she believes the pageant is 

about female empowerment. 

Many feminists, how- 
ever, have criticized the 

pageant for decades be- 
cause it promotes narrow, 
conventional notions of fe- 
male beauty, said Kimberly 
Swartz, director of the Cen- 
ter for Women and Gender. 

“The dominant mes- 

sage of [Miss America] 

is that appearance is an 

achievement, and if you 

don’t live up to this then 

you are considered 

a failure,’ Swartz 
said. 

While many point 
to the swimsuit 
portion of the 
competition as 
being anti-femi- 
nist, Bright said 
it’s meant to test 

contestants’ poise 
and confidence, only 
counting for 15 percent of 
the total score, while talent and 


interview count for 65 percent. 

“The beauty of the Miss America Or- 
ganization is that, sure, what you look like 
matters, but it doesn’t matter as much as 
how you articulate yourself and perform 
your talent,” Bright said. 

The Miss America Organization is 
the largest provider of scholarships for — 
women, granting $45 million in aid last 
year, according to its website. Bright re- 
ceived $3,000 in scholarships for partici- 
pating. 

“T have a lot of friends who scoff at 
the idea of pageants,” said Jennifer Nev- 
ille-Bright, Bright’s mother. “I remind 
them that there are smart women and 
community activists who happen to have 
a crown. The crown doesn’t negate intel- 
ligence.” ; 

Active in theater and student govern- 
ment in high school, Bright said she didn’t 
become interested in pageants until her 
senior year when her friend suggested the 
idea. 

“l’m not someone who was involved 
in pageants at all growing up and it’s 
nothing I had ever considered for my- 
self or for my daughter, but Pve always 
encouraged Caroline to try new things,” 
Neville-Bright said. 

After winning the Miss Vermont 
Outstanding Teen competition when she 
was 16, Bright knew she wanted to con- 
tinue competing and ultimately become 
Miss Vermont. 

“I competed for Miss Vermont in 
2009 and I was first runner-up. My friends 
like to joke that I was Miss Almost Ver- 
mont,” Bright said. 

When she competed again in 2010, 
she won the title Miss Vermont and a spot 
at the Miss America Pageant. 

As Miss Vermont, Bright has driven 
over 13,000 miles in her silver Volvo, 
making appearances all over the state. 
She has spoken with schools and rotary 
clubs while promoting her platform, Rock 
the World-Run for Office, a campaign to 
encourage young people, especially wom- 
en, to run for political office. 

Bright said she feels strongly about 
her platform and hopes to run for the Ver- 
mont State Legislature by the time she’s 
25, explaining that although she has taken 
an unusual path in life, her time as Miss 
Vermont has given her the confidence to 
follow her dreams. 

“ve become a better person because 
of this experience,” Bright said. “I’ve fig- 
ured out who I am and what matters to me 
the most. Just when I think things can’t 
get more incredible, they get better.” 
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SPEAKS 


What would you do ona snow day? 








| “Sleep.” 
Derick Logan, ’14 


“We should have a campus-wide 
snowball fight.” 
Emily Capot, ’13 


“I'd have a movie and wine night with 
the girls.” 
Margaret Hughes, ’11 





Evan Williams, ’12 


“I'd build a 12-foot-tall 
| snowman.” 
John Wall, 13 








“| would go sledding” 
Maria Cole, 12 


/ “I'd just relax since | have a busy 
week.” 
Alex Leronimo, ’14 






“Sit by the Alliot fireplace with a 
beautiful underclassman and a 
nice cup of hot chocolate.” 

Joe Tyson, ’12 


“i'd watch ‘Bones’ all day.” 
Kathryn Schnare, '12 





“Play in the snow!” 
Mary Carney, '11 





“Go skiing.” | 


















Overheard at St. Mike’s 







“If ’'m getting married in Alliot, they better 












serve chicken patties.” 


“Are you trying to be Bill Cosby?” 


“We all look like communists sometimes.” 


“Ihave connections with a honey maker named 


Chaz Mraz.” 





“St. Mike’s is the best college in New 


Hampshire.” 


Email submissions to jkilty@smcvt.edu 











UVM Summer University offers a variety of science 
courses in medical, health, biological & physical 
sciences with credits that can transfer back to your 
institution. This summer, focus on the requirements 
that you really need. Post-baccalaureate summer 
premedical programs available, as well as over 

400 general requirement courses. 


Registration begins February 15. 
Summer classes start May 23. 





ae 
‘sees 
Oo SS 
| Catch Up. Get Ahead. Coes 
On Campus. Online. of VERMONT 
uvm.edu/summer/stmikes SUMMER UNIVERSITY 
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COMMODITIES OUT FOR RECYCLING 


{ GLASS, CARDBOARD, PLASTIC, ETC} 
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COOLING TOWER 








This diagram shows how ethanol is distilled from products like Four Loko 


FOUR LOKO 


Continued from page 1 


While some businesses were able to sell their 
lingering cases to consumers, others contracted 
the rest to be sent to distilleries like MXI Environ- 
mental Services LLC, that specialize in producing 
ethanol. 

MXI has recycled alcoholic beverages for 
years said Brian Potter, MXI vice president of op- 
erations. The company specializes in taking a va- 
riety of everyday consumer products, such as beer, 
wine and spirits, and distilling them in a process 
that results in fuel-grade ethanol. 

“Ethanol is already in most of the gasoline 
that you buy here in New England,” said Valerie 
Banschbach, professor of biology and program di- 
rector of environmental studies at St. Michael’s, 
who developed an ethanol fuel lab with business 
professor Robert Letovsky. Many common foods 
and drinks can be fermented and distilled, result- 
ing in ethanol as a by-product, she said. 

“The Loko drink starts in the middle of the 
process,” Banschbach said. 

Since Four Loko and products like it have al- 
ready been fermented, they can be immediately 
distilled. 

The MXI Environmental Services plant in 
Abingdon, Va., is able to produce 7,000-8,000 gal- 
lons of 200-proof ethyl alcohol a day, Potter said. 

Junior Jeremiah Conway, a self-proclaimed 
Four Loko fan, said the product’s new destination 
was news to him. 

“As a drinker of Four Loko, I think it’s funny 
or ironic,’ Conway said. 

He is supportive of the recycling process, and 
thinks other college students will be too. Many col- 
lege students are proactive in the environment, and 
will probably be glad to hear that Four Loko now 
has a new function he said. 

Asked about the plans for the leftover “black- 
outs-in-a-can,” the Beverage Warehouse’s Jeff 
Baker just laughed. 

“No, I didn’t,’ he said. “I am glad to hear 
they’re doing something useful with it instead of 
just dumping it.” 

Baker said he is unsure if this will help restore 
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Illustration Courtesy of MXI Environmental Services 


Four Loko’s tainted image. Phusion Projects has 
already come back with a reformulated Four Loko 
product that is on the market, he said. He doubts 
that Phusion Projects cares about its image, citing 
the adage, “any press is good press.” 

While Conway previously told The Defender 
that he usually consumed the drink twice a week- 
end, he now says that the fad has come and gone. 

“Four Loko was gross tasting from the begin- 
ning,” he said. He doesn’t have any interest in buy- 
ing the new, reformulated product. 

Students may be concerned that the bever- 
age that wreaked havoc on their bodily systems 
could do the same to their car, but ethanol has been 
mixed into the gasoline for some time. Although 
the batches of ethanol from MXI Environmental 
Services are distributed locally in the Virginia 
area, ethanol is used around the United States and 
beyond. 

Banschbach said Brazilians make most of 
their own ethanol locally by growing, harvesting 
and distilling their own sugar cane. Instead of im- 
porting gasoline, they can cheaply produce ethanol. 
Many have switched their vehicles to run purely on 
ethanol. A similar process is used in the Midwest- 
ern United States, where farmers produce corn for 
such practices. 

Some argue the plant source, in comparison to 
the fossil fuels we currently depend on, is better 
because it absorbs CO2 while growing, making it 
carbon neutral, Banschbach said. But many scien- 
tific studies show that the impact is no better than 
that of gasoline. 

But this is not the end-all solution. 

“You have to count all the fossil fuel that was 
used to make the corn, that’s then used to make 
the fuel,’ Banschbach said. By using materials like 
sugar, corn and beverages for fuel, a justice issue 
arises. “You're taking away a food source when 
there’s people starving, and they’re using land to 
make food to turn into gasoline.” 

While the debate on ethanol is still going on, 
the idea to distill Four Loko is sheer serendipity. 
So the next time you fill up you gas tank, you can 
thank your since-banned favorite energy drink for 
assisting you in your loko-motion. 

Phusion Projects was unavailable for com- 
ment. 
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Taking a break during a camel ride in Morocco. 


Study-Abroad 





Photo by Kristin King 





Returnees 


Struggle with Re-adjustment 


By Quaron Pinckney 
Staff Writer 


Cultural immersion has 
brought the realities of the world 
closer to home, making readjust- 
ment to American culture well 
worth the time spent abroad for 
St. Michael’s students. 

Kristin King, a junior po- 
litical science major, said it was 
an amazing experience to have 
studied abroad. 

“Tt was challenging on a 
daily basis, but personally fruit- 
ful,” she said. 

King was one of 102 stu- 
dents who studied abroad during 
the 2010 fall semester. She stud- 
ied in Rabat, Morocco, with the 
School for International Training 
World Learning Program. The 
program focused on develop- 
ment and cultural issues. 

Travel, Writing and the In- 
ternational Experience, taught 
by journalism professor Kim- 
berly Sultze, is an elective class 
catering to study-abroad re-en- 
try students. King is enrolled in 
the class even though the class 
doesn’t fulfill any of her aca- 
demic requirements. 

“T wanted to reflect, capture 
and write about Morocco in a 
constructive way,” King said. 

Sultze said the re-entry class, 
which is offered every spring, 
provides students with opportu- 


nities to academically integrate 
their international experiences 
into American culture. 

“Students write their own 
stories and relate examples of 
great travel writing to their own 
experiences abroad,”  Sultze 
said. 

The class is a typical semi- 
nar-sized class, with 16 students. 
Sultze said the small size allows 
intimate conversation but does 
not allow a spot for every student 
who wants to enroll. 

“T have always been a pro- 
ponent of study abroad,” said 
Karen Talentino, vice president 
of academic affairs. “It’s a sig- 
nificant thing.” 

Study abroad has become 
an integral part of undergraduate 
education at St. Michael’s. Talen- 
tino said more should be offered 
to help students reflect on the 
knowledge, feelings and experi- 
ences they had abroad. 

“Readjustment back here 
is tougher,” Talentino said. “We 
should be prepared to help that 
transition.” 

Talentino, who makes policy 
decisions about financial aid for 
study-abroad students, said the 
transition back home is surpris- 
ingly tough because students are 
less parochial than when they go 
abroad. 

These are invaluable, trans- 
formative experiences St. Mi- 


chael’s students have undergone, 
she said, adding that taking a 
course to help students share 
their thoughts and emotions is 
vital. 

“We're just beginning to try 
and help, but we need to do a bet- 
ter job,” she said. 

Peggy Imai, director of 
study abroad, agreed that this is 
an area where the school can do 
better. 

Imai, who handles the stu- 
dent application process, called 
study abroad “a serious endeav- 
or.” 

“No matter what they say, 
every student has some difficul- 
ty (studying abroad),” she said. 

Imai said the lifestyle is dif- 
ferent for the students when they 
go abroad. They re-adjust, but 
don’t forget. They keep a new 
perspective from their trip, try- 
ing to figure out how to use their 
new knowledge. 

“We try to touch base with 
all these students, but it would be 
good to have something formal- 
ized,’ Imai said. “Students come 
back with a different attitude. 
You learn about different people, 
about yourself, about America.” 

Sultze said it was great to 
have students electing to be in 
the class so they can share expe- 
riences, yet there is still a need 
for alternate academic forums. 

“It would be nice to have 


Leaning Tower of Pisa, Italy. 


enough flexibility to take what 
they want,’ Sultze said. “We 
need to consider expanding.” 

King said students need the 
opportunity to share their stories 
because experiencing the reality 
of other cultures was eye-open- 
ing. 

“We're censored living in 
the States,’ King said, “It was 
more difficult socially readjust- 
ing [back home] for me.” 

Jen D’Olimpio, a junior psy- 
chology major, studied in Peru- 
gia, Italy, through the University 
of Arcadia’s Umbra Institute. 

D’Olimpio said her experi- 
ence abroad was intimidating 
at first. She said she eventually 
adjusted, but feels she is still ad- 
justing back to St. Michael’s. 





Photo by Jennifer D’Olimpio 


“TY didn’t know about the 
study-abroad class,’ D’Olimpio 
said. “I wish I did.” 

D’Olimpio said studying 
abroad has left her more interest- 
ed and open to new experiences 
and cultures. 

“Anyone who has the chance 
to go abroad should go,” she 
said. “Even if you have to give 
up something, the experience is 
necessary—it will be worth it in 
the long run.” 

Sultze is in the process 
of submitting new courses for 
study- abroad students to fit the 
new liberal studies curriculum at 
St. Michael’s. 
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Pintka Reaches 1,000-Point Milestone 


By Jim Hughes 
Staff Writer 


Women’s basketball senior captain 
Logan Pintka scored point 1,000 of her 
career in a thrilling 79-72 overtime vic- 
tory against Pace Jan. 15. 

St. Michael’s senior associate ath- 
letic director Zafir Bludevich said Pintka 
joined 16 other women in St. Michael’s 
College history to score at least 1,000 
points in their careers. 

“She is a leader, she is a go-to play- 
er,’ Bludevich said. 

“Tve played with Logan for three 
years; she is a good leader,” junior team- 
mate Caitlin Quinn said. “On and off the 
court she gives it her all.” 

“You could never tell if she is hav- 
ing a bad game,” head coach Jennifer 
Niebling said. “She is tenacious on the 
court and she really wants to be there for 
her teammates.” 

Niebling has coached Pintka since 


her arrival at 
St. Michael’s 
and said she 
is lucky to 
have her as a 
player. 

Quinn 
said Pintka’s 
work ethic 
has resulted 
in a success- 
ful career. 

“Logan has no problem going to the 
gym, adding extra time to get better,” 
Quinn said. “She is always so positive.” 

Pintka is one of four seniors on the 
team. The others are Marilyn Ferreira, 
Mandy Scott, and Meghan McCormack. 
They are the leaders of the team. 

“All four of us are captains. We all 
bring something to the table,’ Pintka 
said. 

In the Northeast 10 division, the 
team’s record is 10-8 as of Feb. 4. It is 





looking to finish strong with seven 
games left and hopes to make a playoff 
appearance, Pintka said. 

Quinn said that as a forward, 
Pintka scores most of her points in the 
paint and from mid-range but is also 
effective from behind the arc when a 
3-pointer is needed. 

“For a forward, she is a lot quick- 
er than who she is matched up with,” 
Quinn said. “No wonder she has 1,000 
points.” 

Pintka said she likes the team she 
is on and believes it is going to be suc- 
cessful through the end of the season. 

When Pintka graduates with a de- 
gree in business, she plans to stay in 
the area to work for a marketing firm. 
Looking back at her whole career, 
Pintka said she is proud of reaching 
her 1,000-point accomplishment. 

“In high school I scored 995 


points, “ she said. “It was nice to get it 


in college.” 








: Photo by Peter Hanson 


Logan Pintka looks to shoot against UMass Low- 
ell during a Feb. 3 contest that the Purple Knights 


Men’s Hockey Clinches NE-10 Season Title 


The team gains momentum in the home stretch and hopes to have it carry over into the postseason 














Anthem 





Photos by Ashley Aubert 


Above: Freshman Mark-Olivier Sauriol 
fights for the puck against Babson. 


Left: Players line up for the National 


Far Right: Sophomore goalie Mike 
Dizgun is 6-7-1 on the season 





By Peter Hanson 
Sports Editor 


The St. Michael’s men’s 
hockey team clinched the North- 
east 10 regular season title Feb. 
1 with a win over Southern New 
Hampshire University, but it is 
not satisfied just yet. 

According to head coach 
Chris Davidson, the team is 
proud of its accomplishment but 
it needs to have a strong finish 
to the season in order to keep 
the momentum going into the 
postseason. 

“To be the best team in 
your conference gives your 
team the wherewithal to know 
everybody is going to want to 
knock you off,’ Davidson said. 
“Tt should motivate [our] guys to 
come to play every night.” 

The Northeast 10 for hockey 
is a Division II conference con- 
sisting of six teams: Assump- 
tion, Franklin Pierce, Southern 
New Hampshire, St. Anselm’s, 
St. Michael’s and Stonehill. St. 
Michael’s is 4-0 in conference 


play and looks to complete an 
undefeated conference record 


when in its last league game, at . 


Stonehill Feb. 15. 

St. Michael’s also belongs 
to the Eastern College Athletic 
Conference, made up of Division 
III teams, including in-state ri- 
vals Norwich and Castleton. The 
Purple Knights compete against 
ECAC teams but are not allowed 
to compete in post-season play 
because of their Division II sta- 
tus. 

Two-time Northeast 10 de- 
fensive player of the year and 
senior assistant captain Matt 
Rigtrup is happy with his team’s 
feat. However, he is focusing on 
finishing the season with more 
wins, whether the opponent is 
from the Northeast 10 or the 
ECAC. 

“I want to get our record 
back up to [50 percent] before the 
season ends,” Rigtrup said. “If 
we're playing with confidence, 
we can play with anyone.” 

Players say that if the team 
does reach the Northeast 10 
championship, the most likely 


opponent will be the team’s rival, 
St. Anselm’s, which is ranked 
second in the conference. 

According to junior Brady 
Earle, the team’s success can be 
attributed to camaraderie. 

“This year everyone is as 
one,” Earle said. “The mood is a 
lot different.” 

Davidson said if the team 
keeps playing well and young 
players continue to step up, a 
postseason championship is very 
possible. 

“That’s our expectation right 
now, to play March 5 no matter 
who that’s against and have a 
chance to win,” Davidson said. 
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Outstanding Knights 








Women’s Swimming 


Junior Eileen Mullowney was named the NE- 
10’s women’s swimming athlete the week. 
Mullowney’s younger sister Julie was named 
co-rookie of the week. 





Photo by Peter Hanson 
Junior Tyler Schilling drives to the hoop against 
Umass Lowell on Feb. 3. 


Women’s Hockey 


The Women’s hockey team beat Plym- 
outh State 7-3 Feb. 5. This marks a 
season high for goals scored in a game. 
Kiera Nelligan led the charge with two 
goals and an assist. The team’s record 
is 4-15-2. 


Spring Sports 


St. Michael’s spring varsity sports have 
begun their pre-season training pro- 
grams. Practicing in the Tarrant center 
field house, and in many cases, outside 
on the Duffy Turf, teams practiced hard 
hoping for successful seasons. 





Men’s Basketball 


The Purple Knights men’s basketball 
team notched a big win against the 
Bentley Falcons Feb. 5, outscoring 
their opponents 54-42. Bentley is the 
top-ranked team in the conference. 
The win came only two days after 
a four-point loss to UMass Lowell. 
The team’s record is 9-11. 


Photo Courtesy of St. Michael’s website 
Kiera Nelligan had two goals and one as- 
sist. 





Photos tone of St. Michael’s Renae 
Sisters Eileen (left) and Julie (right) Mullowney 
both earned weekly league honors. 











Knight 


Writer 
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Gym Jammed: Time to Expand 


Those of us who go to the 
gym to burn calories after a long 
weekend or to “bulk up” can 
agree that St. Michael’s weight 
room has some serious issues. 

We’ve all experienced it; 
waiting for a particular piece of 
equipment or dodging people 
as you walk from one exercise 
to the next. The two-room gym 
in Tarrant is often packed with 
people waiting their turn to use 
the machines. 

It really takes the momen- 
tum out of your lifting routine 
when the 35 pound dumbbells 
aren't available for your next set. 

Varsity athletes are also 
at a disadvantage. Going to the 
St. Mike’s gym does not always 
leave them with the fulfilling 
feeling of a complete workout. 
This ineffectiveness can trans- 
fer onto the court, field or rink 
as inferior strength compared 
to the opponents; whose school 
may have its own gym just for 
athletes. 

Bentley University, a fellow 
Northeast 10 conference school, 
completed a  multi-million- 
dollar expansion in 2006 which 
includes a two-story, 10,000 


square foot weight room and fit- 
ness center for students. The old 
weight room became an exclu- 
sive area for varsity athletes. 

Many students who regu- 
larly visit our campus fitness 
center cringe when they see a 
Purple Knight varsity team walk 
through the entrance. Being on 
a team myself, I feel bad when 
my teammates and I arrive at the 
gym at the same time, occupying 
most of the equipment. As we en- 
ter the weight room, fellow stu- 
dents leave with annoyed looks 
because they know the gym is 
about to be overcrowded. 

How can this problem be 
solved? 

St. Michael’s should invest 
in a better facility. There is an 
open area of Ross gym that re- 
mains unused. Putting a varsity- 
athlete-only facility in this sec- 
tion would clear space upstairs 
for students who want to stay fit 
for reasons other than sports. 

Who knows? With these 
changes, maybe we would no- 
tice a positive turn in our athletic 
success as well as a healthier stu- 


dent body. 








Tuesday, Feb. 8: 


Women’s basketball vs. Franklin Pierce 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s basketball vs Franklin Pierce 7:30 p.m. 


Thursday, Feb. 10: 


Women’s basketball vs. Merrimack 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s basketball vs Merrimack 7:30 p.m. 


Friday, Feb 11: 


Saturday, Feb 12: 





Women’s hockey @ UMass Boston 4:00 p.m. 
Men’s hockey @ Skidmore 7:00 p.m. 


Schedule 





Women’s basketball vs. Stonehill 1:30 p.m. 
Men’s basketball vs. Stonehill 3:30 p.m. 
Women’s hockey @ St. Anselm’s 1:00 p.m. 


4 Men’s hockey @ Castleton State 4:00 p.m. 
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Iam St. Mike’s 


By Courtney Jordan 
Naked Opinion Editor 


Halah Sharad eats pizza and 
French fries in Alliot. 

They do not compare to 
the home cooking she is used to 
back in Baghdad, but its part of 
her new life in the United States. 

Sharad, 19, arrived in the 
United States Jan. 15. She will 
call St. Michael’s College. home 





for the next five years. 

“T live in a different way 
than before,” Sharad said. “But 
I’m very happy. It’s a new life, a 
good life.” 

Sharad worked hard to 
achieve this new life. Graduating 
high school as the no. 2 student 
in all of Iraq, she has earned a 
scholarship from her govern- 
ment to study teaching English 
to speakers of other languages in 
the U.S. 

Although she feels students 
and professors at St. Michael’s 
are kind, she still misses her 


Icicles dripping outside of Alliot 


Halah Sharad: | am Iraqi 


mother and friends, she said. 

“At home we are more con- 
nected to family,” she said. “It is 
hard to be away from them.” 

Sharad is used to her mother 
taking a lot of responsibilities 
that she now must do herself. 
Living on her own will help her 
find her own personality. 

However, being the only 
Iraqi girl on the St. Michael’s 
campus has not left Sharad feel- 
ing isolated. 

“IT have friends,” shies said. 
“T hope that maybe after a year 
here, I will have more.” 

Being just one in 2,000 
takes bravery, a trait that Sharad 
exudes. 

“I'm proud of myself,’ she 
said. “Not everyone can come 
[to the U.S.], especially if you’re 
young; it’s not easy.” 

Although it may be difficult, 
Sharad works hard at her studies 
with her family in mind. 

She uses Yahoo Messenger 
to talk to her parents and three 
younger siblings as much as pos- 
sible. She shows them her graded 
assignments through the com- 
puter. 

“I can’t see the proud in their 
eyes, but I can hear the proud in 
their voices,” she said. 

Sharad hopes to be able to 
travel home at least once during 
her five years in the US, but is 
unsure if it will be financially 


feasible. Her family will be un- 


Halah Sharad 


able to visit her because they do 
not have travel visas. 

Upon returning to Iraq, 
Sharad will work as an English 
teacher. She must remain in 
Iraq for a minimum of 10 years 
to avoid the government repos- 
sessing the homes of her family 
members. 

With the hopeful eyes of 
two nations watching Sharad, 
she stays focused. 

“Tm very excited,” she said. 
“T look at the result, not the five 
years. I will return home holding 
my bachelor’s degree and see my 
family proud of me.” 








Photo by Lynne Anderson 








Vuiey, you were in my XB class last semester. As soon as 
I walked into class that first day, my heart jumped with 


. joy when I saw you. Your sexy, long man-hair makes you 


intimidating but I would think up arguments just to talk 
to you. 
-Risky Business 





Clark Kent, you wear glasses and an orange sweater in 
my freshman seminar, please be my Superman? 
-Lois Lane 


Wear Redhead in English class, 

I wish we were friends, I admire you for unapologetically 
being who you are, and I think you're kind of gorgeous. 
-Shakespeare in Love 


bi saw that you broke your foot. I’ll help you hobble 
around Alliot and be your nurse ©. 
-Lean on Me 


Va couple of days ago you reached out and wiped snow 
off my hair because I wasn’t wearing a hat. You did it 
without a word, but you had a sweet smile. I have been 
trying to ignore it for awhile, but I have a crush on you. 
-Warm Memories 


%, eat lunch with my Alliot crush everyday and he has 
NO idea. 
-Not-So-Distant Lover 


Voc Alpha Male of Alliot with the Owl Tattoo, - 

The only thing that outshines your body art are your 
luscious muscles, and I pray for the day that you swoop 
down and scoop me up with your ee oe Ihope to 
be locking beaks with you very soon.. 

-Lovebird . 


Fi. the girl that I hit with a snowball, who chased me 
with her purse...my bad. I wasn’t aiming for you, but 
maybe I should’ve been ©. 

-Lucky Shot 


Vouy with blonde hair. I love those geeky t-shirts you 
wear. Also your voice. I want you to talk nerdy to me. 
-Geek Freak 





Girl in the Steve sweater, whoever you are, you're 
beautiful. Marry me. We can play Blue’s Clues until 
Magenta comes home. 

-Clue Me In 


WY You work in the Student Life Office, sometimes I 
lock myself out of my room so I can come pick up my 
keys from the beautiful brunette sitting behind the 
desk. 

-Key to My Heart 
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